Compliments paid by a King.
[A.D.
was the largest, he answered, ' All-Souls library is the larg< we have, except the Bodleian.' ' Aye, (said the King,) tl is the publick library.'
His Majesty enquired if he was then writing any this He answered, he was not, for he had pretty well told t world what he knew, and must now read to acquire m< knowledge1. The King, as it should seem with a view urge him to rely on his own stores as an original writ and to continue his labours2, then said, ' I do not tliink y borrow much from any body.' Johnson said, he tliouj he had already done his part as a writer. ' I should. hz thought so too, (said the King,) if you had not written well.' — Johnson observed to me, upon this, that * ISTo rr could have paid a handsomer compliment ; and it was for a King to pay. It was decisive.' When asked by other friend, at Sir Joshua Reynolds's, whether he ma.de a reply to this high compliment, he answered, ' No, Sir. Withe King had said it, it was to be so. It was not for me bandy civilities with my Sovereign Y Perhaps no man \\ had spent his whole life in courts could have shewn a mi nice and dignified sense of true politeness, than Jolmson < in this instance.
His Majesty having observed to him that he   suppo:
1 Writing to Langton, on May 10, of the year before he had said read more than I did. I hope something will yet come on it.' A ii. 22.
a Boswell and Goldsmith had in like manner urged him * to c tinue his labours.' See ante, i. 461, and ii. 17.
3 Johnson had written to Lord Chesterfield in the Plait of his j tionary (Works, v. 19), ' Ausonius thought that modesty forbade ] to plead inability for a task to which Caesar had judged him equa Cur me posse negem posse quod ille fiutat? We may compare ah passage in Mme. D'Arblay's Diary (ii. 377) : — 'THE KING. " I beli there is no constraint to be put upon real genius ; nothing but ir nation can set it to work. Miss Burney, however, knows best." j then hastily returning to me he cried: "What? what?" «' No, s — I — believe not, certainly," quoth I, very awkwardly, for I seei taking a violent compliment only as my due ; but I knew not ho\ put him off as I would another person.'t't/ with tHwi'ttfititi*. By James Jtomell, /•>/. London, Frintstt h Henry /ittMwfn, /,>r Charles Dilly in the Poultry, iM 1)L '('X(', /'/•/>v //«//'!»/-(////V/m, /•.//-tcredin the Hall-Hook of I he Company of Stationers'' It i.s of the smue impression as the first edition of the, Life ofjohnsm.
